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hen Charlotte, her husband David and thelr baby daughter,
' Isabeile, made the move to the NSW mid-north coast, their

new home consisted of 2 paddock and a small early 20th

Century cottage, with cows grazing right up to - and even on
= the verandah. Nowadays, the scene has changed. The modest cottage
has been extended with the help of architect Caroline Pidcock, and
a wonderful garden has been established around a plan by landscape
architect Richard Stutchbury of Red Dust Designs, Growth Is not confined
to the property, however, and there are also two additions to the family
in the shape of Oliver, now I5, and Alice, (3 (pictured above with Charlotte)

The scenery around the 32-hectare property unfolds like 2 postcard:
relling green hills, gently winding river, cow-studded paddocks, rustic yards
and remnant bush, At the heart of all this stands a U-shaped homestead,
with verandahs that wrap around one side, creating a sheltered courtyard
that is perfect for magnolias. Richard Stutchbury designed the basic
structure of the garden, the pool and tennis court location, alming
for a garden that is easy to look after. "l don't want to be a slave to it
says Charlorte. “It's a family garden and | want us all to enjoy it”

The result is a low-maintenance yet beautifully formed space. There
are broad sweeps of Lawn, with curving hedges that are relaxed enough
to meld successfully with the native tree belt beyond, and pergolas over
which climbers ramble. “The garden beds are set out with curves and
bends to bring the river theme into the garden, and get away from the
formality that hedges might otherwise bring,” explains Charlotte

This is essentially a year-round garden, The hedges and statement
cycads, gums and curvaceous garden beds have a structural permanence
about them not reliant on flowering displays. Mass plantings of dwarf
agapanthus, gardenias, crepe myrtles, camellia sasanquas, jacarandas
- including the rare, white-flowered species - day lilies, duranta and
Evolvulus 'Blue Eves’ add luscious blooms. Artworks and warer features
also add year-round interest. “l love whimsy and the feeling of finding
something around the corner,” says Charlotte

Inevitably, not everything went smoothly. “Some of the plants didn't
work out. such as the Himalayan strawberry tree that Lasted about
2 week, and some of the initial hedges were wiped out after 3 few heavy
frosts,” recalls Charlotte. These setbacks haven't stopped Charlotte
as each year, she extends the garden. “I'm working at getting more
natives into the periphery,” she says. "Every year | say I'm nat daing
any more, but each year | can't resist making a few additions!”

The large, two-hectare garden is a successful backdrop to family
life and dovetalls with the relaxed lifestyle the couple were chasing
when they moved from Sydney. "We love it up here,” says Charlotte
"We think we have a piece of paradisel” >
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POOIL "The pool has been perfect with its swim-out section,”
zays Charlotte of the free-form pool, whose undulations reflect
the bends of the nearby river. Designed by Richard Stutchbury
and built by Pollard Pools in Port Macquarie, it features bluestone
surrounds and is internally lined with pebbles from the local area
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STOME TERRACE {above left & ofj site} Landscape architect
Richard Stutchbury designed the sandstone work in the outdoor
entertaining area and the broad entrance way, where its smooth
lines provide a contrast with the unformed borders of river rock,
“We have used river rock as mulch on some beds as well as up either
side of the drive to Incorporate the river theme, toe,” says Charlotre.
RLU HE ottom left & right} “We love the view over
the river flats to thE mountains and esL,arprnE-nt beycjnd The colours
change constantly and the sunsets are unbelievable,” says Charlotte
of the garden's sprawling surrounds. >
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CUBBYHOUSE {above) The children's cubbyhouse and cutdoor play
area, purchased in kit-form from Playcraft and delivered to the property,
nestles beneath a huge Morton Bay Fig | Ficus macrophyila), which was
already on the property when Charlotte and her family purchased it.
Charlotte has since added Port Jackson figs to complement this tree.
DRIVEWAY {left) The circular driveway is made of Nambucea Gold
pebbles (the same stone used for the pool) and still features some of
the original gum trees as well as newer plantings. "l can't walt for the
avenue of Manchurian pears, planted between the house and the tennis
court, to join together and provide a luscious dense shade on hot sunny
days - | regret not planting them earlier,” says Charlotte, @




