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Developers urge more mergers

Morgan Mellish and Lisa Allen
i developers are pushi
Big property m“pe are pushing

for more co amations
across Sydney after the forced
mmﬂﬁﬁyﬂuﬁy&tyud South
Sj'ﬂﬂzrwn.n

The merger, which was rushed

through by the NSW government on  mMEIger

Friday, means that Labor is all but

cerlain of controlling the planning

approval process between the Syd-
ney Opera House and air-
port, a distance of about 15 kilo-

said,
“Bigger clearly is better. You get
d community dividend to reinvest
hm::lt into local infrastrocture from
from redundant senior staff
plmanun of plant,” he said.

pressure groups,’’ managing director
Bob Hamilton said. **A big council
like Brishane Council [is] the most
efficient in Australia, Things there are
decided on their merits. It's not a
council that's scared of 30 votes.”"
e iy s b
i more usion
over planning Tules.

“They have different rules in
South Sydney than they do in the
city. It's crazy,” he said. “If we
build a block of apartments in Kings
Cross. there's a certain number of

car parks allowed. A.rmd the
corner it's a different rule.”

The Labor Party’s power grab has
angered veteran estate develo-
Dt bavert e, Ot
METEEr een ey
and South. Council does not
add up,” he said. “‘But the Labor
Party wants it because it means
power, All political parties do it, not
Just the La Party.

“A merger doesn't mean a3 great
deal of difference to
dﬂclupm.?k:éeqﬂldmﬁzlﬁg
government authorities, planners
and councillors. Nothing changes:
[the Iwel of amhontyj just gets
bigger,” Mr Londish

The Royal Am:hm Institute of
Architects also opposes the merger.

The iostitute’s NSW president,
Caroline Pidcock, said the rejuven-
ation of the CBI) in recent years could
be jeopardised by any amalgamation.



