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| OUR PIECE OF

SCEOUNTRY

A %‘FDNEY FAMILY FOUND THE LAND, THEN LET IT SHAPE
- TIﬁIE HOME AND GARDEN THAT COULD SIT THERE BEST.
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his free time looking for land ollowed what he calls
“the spokes”, the roads leading out of town — and eventually found a
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= background may also have accustomed him to using specialists at crucial
stages. The seeds gathered from near and far weren't cast casually about the
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property, but handed to the Windyhill nursery in Orange, which brought
them to seedling stage. And when Andrew realised that he was battling
adverse climate conditions, and that a haphazard approach to plantings
was eastly decimated by drought, he sought more skilled help.

However, he discovered that few professionals made a point of becoming
mvolved in country projects. “1 went to the Australhian Institute of Landscape
Architects’ website, but only one — Rodney Cox from Huon Designs —
expressed an interest in rural gardens.”

Rodney was indeed interested, and accepted an elaborate brief that
specified breaking the garden into child-friendly rooms; the establishment
of wind-sheltered areas; the retention of the property’s fabulous northern and

castern tree-framed views; a large food production area — orchard, vegetable
garden and chicken run — not to mention multiple planting areas where the
Gilmores intended to grow natives and a few exotics, ("Recently we've been
getting into banksias, grevilleas and woolly bush,” Andrew confides. “Bur

if the truth be known, much of what we grow is from Bunnings!”)

“Rodney was excellent,” Andrews says, returning to the landscaping saga.
“He built the walls himself, using stones from the surrounding paddocks,
and did low rerainers with vertical old sleepers — the fluid curves fit the
curve of the hill very well. And this was all while he was designing and
supervising the rest of the landscaping.”

The Gilmores are keen to minimise ‘food miles” and hope that the kitchen
garden will become their main source of seasonal fruit and vegetables. “The
two younger children” — Louisa, 8, and Campbell, 5 — “are interested in
the vegie garden,” Andrew says. However Angus, 11, 15 “more mnto cricket”.

But the whole family enjoy their beautiful piece of country, on which the
house and garden sit lightly. And Andrew is keen to keep adding gums,
though without the obsession of his Encalyptus inspiration. There are, after
all, more than 600 species in Australia he has yet to collect... *
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