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Beyond
double-brick

Much of our housing is ola-iashiongd
and inefficient, but it can be improved

STYLE has abwores been more (mportant 1o Australian
e bkl than des{gn and this phenomonan has
reaulied in b Danving 150 vears of dwellings which
reeel tes b turned around, iened losbde oug o - al
Jast |1:|r1|.|1|}' form e

Thus is the beliet ol locl architec Tans Wheeler,
whio will e a -|-'.|L¢r ab the Sustainabile Housing:
Miving o M ainstroam somminor being be 1 10 Syelmiey
next week: While the concept of sistainable housiig
nel energy efficiency. is being increasingly promoted
by thevedopein and local counpeils, Whesler's
archilectural practios b primarily locuised oo the
mprovement of existing homes.

“Fuir alvariety of ieasens, we have, in the past, buill
very balby, Almost everythilong bulll o the last 150
wonrs i am Unsusiainabile bailding, They're poorly
witech, poogly dislgned, pooly isulsted, they don'e
tulute £ the elbmate, pnd they consume very lange
armounts of wates and envery” he sy

It wanldntmatter whene you wete In Avstrdia, the
shreet pattern has been e arbitrarily and you lidse
bublelirmgs which face east, west, and south, 25 mech s
they dey rorthe Simphy the steeet Byvout mitigates
against ey climatic design®

Tl ride of fashion and the promotion of style over
plarnlogg is wlsofelentibed by Whoeker as being o
sk fieany poobilem, "Aust o lan Deosisis Tave alwiy's
Bl ihee loving mreas ab the Toomt of the haoase anid most
projoct e 4450 do ol Ansiroalia’s ifestyle b
Byl Tifwatyde, o undesy you'can ger a huge forklii
1o vurn e house 180 degrees, sind'ne winkng the
Tsouese inmwid ot ™

Wheeler seys much of the alteration work doms by
Ivis eemmpanry transformes forones living iress ino

Almaost
everyithing built
i the last 150
years i on
unsistainable
fruilding.

bedroorms, while the backs of loves ane torn, downl
and niew lrving aneas buily, to make wse ol space, lghi
ind breeze.

Figures provided by industry scoomists BIS
:‘|Il.'.|||1r | nhonw that since 1992 the gmoit of money
Ansirallans Have spent n alterationts and additions
haa been incropking lastor than e smount gpeat on
new hommes, Last year the value of alterations mod
aclditions witr 522 hillion, mnd the tntal for new
crnstrctivsey vwas 428 billion

Wheeler says this PERIRE TSN DP RO 0
yurTve upan the o Llu,'-\.'rgm of e i tE] "The mals
i1 which wa're o |i.'||,||:||1 o hdiises, oven 1J|.::|.|E:h
we're in the midedie gF a housdng boam, is onty abait
per cent pach year. Thin'means thot HFwe starisd
mraking every -||1_|_|;|r- vy Biouse totadly snwvines

1A ki cily Sty beme
renivEed by Tone Whesler fo
adapt W o Ausiralin
conthlions.

2 Tha Balgowizh hause Dl
Ly aenline Fiicock. after
1060 hrick house was
demalished

3 aindd A e [Iving specs
\rzed in POCOLEE desipit
5 The Balgowlah home Likes
Edvan

& Tha gining anks
fome it fhy Whittisdays
s by WTioelee

Shobas’ SIMART and Carsling
Pigcock Alchliines

minklly sustainabile anil a Frve star hoase in lerms of
{5 energy ratings, it would ke 35 years before half of
eabr fuising peached that standard”

Anather architect who will sakdriess the seminar is
Carnline Phlcock, who will disouss & howss she wis
recently commilsaioaed to deshyn, afies the owner
knpelied dowana 1 oo bird bome

“Wihait U'in msosd happy abeaog with e new house is
that through wotking creativeby with envinanoeenial
anpects sucly st prath of the sun;, the disection of the
breezis; and the arientation of the block; we've created
s Mot wohich the elients really love el whicds will ke
valgedd and lved In fora :\patl}' Irm-g Hme” says
Piddoock *1 think i will hove a lifetime of & conple of
hundroe years and 1 think this is major pan of what
maakes i hoaise stevtainablie s god to last o long time”

Fideock says hai talk will omphasise how! concepas of
paasslve desipn, working with the ol bresses and
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with the sunshing, should be seen as.a mom positive
aliprnative than active desbin technbgues such as wil
conditionimg anid heating. Whike s sckuimwledpes
that mamy aspects of sustaiiable osing, sichi as
photovaltaics 1o callect energy from tie sun, water
taavks, botter une of inaubation, or doulbile glazed
wincows, hve By coses upelronm, she belides thisks
bomg térm cost compares very favaurably

1 i ook at the whole Tife cpcle of 4 house, thess
wspeects have dilfferent pay back presbds. Althe
memnent in Australia our energy and waler ks cheag
anid a lot of those {tams don't e roastnable pay-hack
perioxl=, But in true ervimoomental term il ool
electricity and ourwiter wasn't srbsudised the way 12 b
theas pay-hack pertocls wolld be rrasch more dealistic”

Sustatradle Hogang: Moving fo Mainrtoeam, A
sreptionl seminner four o fnmrive sallitions and
preacticol idear. Mondmy), Fedviunry 18 ab-Sydney
Undversies, Faotern Avene Aadiforiomn 8 jopm
- pepiri{ntermadigruel Gieen Speoateen Srende anil
Rubere Ve Tickem:sarso Mhogags 2955



