Home renovators spend
£3.6 billlon a year. PAMELA
WILSON

reports on one of
the country’'s biggest
businesses.

ustraliin hmeowners love Lo
renoviete. | Staunchly | loase
prowd, many have d passian for

primpng, pruning and prim
ingg thetr places of abode. Why move
vl when vou can move op, or beslde,
wr hack, or belind?

BEenovabing saves off Lhie hasale anid
eost of moving. and - bBuying o new
hame. And, I doene poaperty, e g
mamiey huck n pour pecioet.

Tersaz Cnhill bobeves her renovated
lnner-wesl hame @ now worth almost
200,000 more Lhan ahe paid three
Foars aga,

Bhe has Just complebely. rensodelieo
the Bome by moving & few wills jnd
E 4 € up Lthe Hving aress. AlLer
sperbing up. 0. §135.000 on Lthe reno
wallong, feds and ndditioenl coxis, Cn
hill plans to enjor her "nes" hame fof
& long time.

*I' bought the hose Lhres yesrs wgo
for 30000 and |4 I8 now probabiy
wortl earky to mil 3500,000s " st says

“We now have a lsrger space {o work
L, i bath the dindng and 1iving roama
Probably the Digpest impact 9 the
Encrease of artural Hght and alr Dow in
thome areas™

Dawn Konelleis gnd Danean Pep
peEroarm spent maore Lishn 5280000 renc
valtng  thelr fourbedroam  termace,
miding an extra room, atody  and
bathroom and cotplelely remodelling
the lving nreas The sdditions have
Increansd the sles of Lhe houss by
mhiciist T m.

"It had the basic pollshed-wooden
Moor-Lype removation but the back was
full of the ususl ghastly ndd-ons thal
you ged iniold torraces,” says Kanelieas

“The end af the Lougse waa Lhe
bathreom, which basically faoed Lthe
garden. Now thare 16 0t of Hight ard
i has all besi re-ncrangsd Bo L iE
looking outwarls,”

Hhe osttmales the houss was warth
isebwreen SA00,000 aivd $700.000 1nsl year
whan (e work begno, In today's
markel, she  belleves L coukd feteh
ahaut £1.2 million.

Architect Carolyn  Pldeock,  who
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ﬂwﬂng up ++ « Toresa Cahlil's home hl-! boan aftered (nbove) to let light in and

with the cutslde snd [inset)

tho houso bolore jenepe GEOFF WARD

A change
of place

worked on Bolh propertles, sivs Lthese
two Joba are typleal of the current
trend . by renovalor o integrate ln
door and outdear Iving spooes
“Genernlly, most peaphe wank o gel
the inalde nreas to connect better with
Ehie guizlde areas,” sl snye
Auatrallsna renovate Or move on
RVATY BAYITL YEATY Of Avernge, saya Lhie
Hoyal Australian Institute of Arnchi-
pects” hoising divislon, Archicentre
And I s esttmated thal more than
i per conl af hotme-owners will look to

fenovale al sotne dage. Flgures from
the Austrnllan Bureau of Statistics
ahow a 38 per cend jiemp by spending on
renovations in the past oix yesrs, to
£3.6 blllion in 3001

The president of the Feal Estate
Lnafliute of MW, Chris Fitspairick,
says bhat while ronovetiong Usually
e mppel and valie Lo & hame, there
is alwnyn the rink of nvercapitalising:

It mosl nstaistes, minor lterablons
and renovitlons sech ns printing, eur-
petitg landetaplng and same coamelic

changes will normually enbanos the
vislus of Lhe praperty,” he g4yt

L0 vou pesd Ll exXirs Epace il
you ore happy to absorh the fuot Lhmt
you mighl over-capiialise Ln the shart
term, that's fAne, bul voud peed to b
eomfioriable with Lhat”

Hi says. it 18 usually wise Lo gnyurs
refiovatians don'k priish the cost ol Lhe
house Aty that fetohed n the area

Comparing your overal] expendiiure
Lo the price paid for the beat houss [n
the streel 6 0 good messuring yard
stick. mays Fllgpairick, But he adds,
renovitors aboukl still nim tobe n litle
undar thnt

“A top-Quellty home inoan Avernge
pbreel I somatiimes Alffeall Lo move
becmume you - shivld e on the other
end of the soale. The diteapest ons s
slwnys easier (o move,” e SLys.

“1f you have n house worth $300,000,
afid 350 000 ki Lhe maddan prics Tor Lhe

e, you kivow Lhe scope of dollars voul
onr niford to apend withaot going aver*
Ehie bap”

He mdds, However, thot by cmc
affuent suburbs with older houses

1
expenslive Bocks thers I more scopset
b0 FECON T DXPATLSRS

Butl renovaiions gon't come cheal

The aversge omi af & renovationi
Boroas Auatraile ip EIS0000 Lo B170,000

In Sychiey B b 5300000 to §250,000,
according (o Archicentre

Cape Cod Austrablins  morketbogf
manager - T Kosubaky says ad
dithors start sl S80.000 and can go sRi
lilgty s ESHL000.

“IF you by the woral Bodse on Ue
best sireet aof coumse, you can spend & latl
of manes dotng it up sad youT ooms aotl
afi kot Bl 1 vod hive i very jpoad loase s
in o lousy street, you wouldn't want tos
apend Lo Tach moeney,” hegays

Pideock agreas that rencvalion coami
viry dramatieally and adds that ol
ents uanally wanlk morm than tholee
maney can by

1 think people do need to tempers
Lhielr expeotations witll Lheir budgetas
ndd be renlistic.” nayd Pideocic.

Fitzpntri=k gays that i well as
seliing a budgel, renovalors nesd L dod
thelr homework hefore setiing thes
wheels in motbon

Adding value . . . Teresa Cahill says rencovating Improved appoammce and prioe

Following in a checKIiEt he heblsves
ahooid produice the best resmibia
W rite a detailed el of the needs Lie
rimovations will cover:

B Talk Logo nrelidlect nnd meke sire Lhe
plsre i Atk the reat of the house;

B Saek counol] approvil;
W Seek quotes [rom bullders:

W Speak f0 u roal esinie ngend Abauk
propeciy valises in (he ares (o ensure
wir mre nod fveroapitatising.

FPilzpairick ndds thal Ik 16 also wive
lor - proapeetive buyers 0 conslder
Lhede aptions and fo think lntermlly
they can foreses Bie nesd W renovibe

“IUs all oyt homewark, hnmework,
homework and trykng to ook & every
1awt mngle of what could be § problem
before you siard. The only way to do
that i to'write down all the lasues andd
Lick the boxes as you go throough iL7
myn Fiiapoirick.

Moamian - Coungil's director of en
virgmment sl fdanning Joehn Carml
ehnel gdids "eontacting nelghbaurs" Lo
Pispalcick's Lsl

Hr says the most eommon (ssies
slowing down approvals include nppli
cants not supplylng enough infor-
mentbon and mot contrcting nelghboim
beforehnnd

*If penple take Lhe tme 0o fnd ool
wiial the next-door nelghbours’ [ssues or
coneerns ane, that B the bigpest single
Tuotor alffecting how lomg I will ke to
consider an application,” he iays

If belt to ihe eouncll. nolliestion can
take n long time This couriesy abo
usually atirnels s much better reception
froom neelghbosire, e shye

Some rules
of the game
Thirgs 0 ponsicdor wihon
epproaching the counck

W Supgiy as much datakied
Infoemation &S possitia;

B Bafone poing bo the council,
sspecsinh By yOur e bours and
Ao el your proposals may
affect, This can save months i
Fima 1 ks to GocLUn approad;
B B o of o your Pl
ffect other ressdants” views

and privacy;

W Congacor 1had riess arsd

B eshanct on your propay may be
protecing Under s prosenaton
or gondanvation onders o can
Ak YO CounGcil;

W in some cider parts-of Sycnmy,
croating car parking can b an
s b e of mvailabiity of
‘Epace, sloping biochs and The
it fior rmmjor goocavation;

| B Dopercing on fhe councl, sasn

fancea need appeoval, in Mosman,
Tor Bxampia, fences highar than
1.2 o on blocks rstrictsd by
conservation of hantags oo
need appeoval

1l nhawn in the courtyard on the caver af Hames

Growm ...

rancvation incrassod thea
#ize of th house by Thsqm

¢ If you have a very
good house ina
lousy streetyou
wouldn't want to
spend too much?

Contrast . . . old mests new just off the dinlng room



