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Home Work

Away from the office and the constraints of clients' briefs, architects are free to experiment.

Top dhraws, from Jodt:
Sarn Marshall, Carling
Pidoock, Viadimir
hanoy and

Staphan Buraooit.
Fnotog Kabe Gannghty:
Danefla Soilin.

Cuartin Jones

it's no surprise 1o discover some architects’
homes can be perpetually halF-finished.

Others, mennwl:i{: are a hotchpotch of every
brilliant idea they%e never been able to use on &
clienr’s home,

Maost will admit to more than a little
experimentation in their own homes. But if you
do cross a threshold belonging to wny Sydoey
architect worth his/her salt you're likely 1o et a
good sense of the slgnature, the approach andd
even the creative restraing

As architect Sam Marshall puts it "I find there
are a million ideas you can puisus on a-project
but it is really a matter of limiting those ideas.

*I find a lot of the young designers want 1o do
many things on one house, not realising it = a
miatter of keeping those ideas and then exploring
them when the opportunity comes up.”

SAM MARSHALL

MARSHALL and wife Linne Rossler make a
mifghty imposing coupls, af keast in design terms,
Mot only is Marshall a respected architect with
the state’s highest award for housing under his
belt the won the Wilkinson Award in 2000 for a
warehouze conversion), but Rossler is one of the

l UST as chefs rarely cook mway from work,

driving forces behind Dinosaur Designs, "She's a
lover of modermism,” says Marshall. *Vye share
the same idsals so it was fantastic to have her as
a bouncing board and she really was an integral
part of the process.”

Together they set about renovating their firs
honme as.a coupls: 4 1920 cottage In Queens
Park with a 165 addition that became the
inspiration for the whole place [unlike some
renovations which ke their lead from the older,
otiginal front part of the house), The most
immediately striking element of the newly
renovated horme s;:'lfm concrete blades fManking
the entrance {see cover photol. The bladus,
Marshall explains, "hold the roof up there and so
it cantilevers further so you get more weather
protection. [t just o give you a sense of entry”

The house is also fundamentally “a containgr®
for Rossler's “great collection of art anid objects”

Marshall's presious home was an early 20th
century-horse carriage workshop in Darlinghursy
which he turned into o home and studio over
several years on the meagre badget of s6o,000. It
wiould've made “a great bachelor pad”, bur just as
he: put the finiahing touches 1o it (and won the
Wilkinsom Award far it), he got married. The
Darlinghurst place was essentially an
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experiment. On top of the existing bullding’s
fatiric, Marshall added onby the harest of
contemporary slements to transfoom it into .
horme and st

The new home 5 *more restrained” although it
wens still, he says, a pleasure to create (if finished
a tad quicker than the previous one), This wis
duein no small part 10 “Liane cracking the whip®
Signature Jongry 25 compoaition [nofe the well-it
katchen alcowve for found oiyects),
Favourite featura Tha pasiness and opannass of the
Inviragefiriangy R bendn which relnnes 10 1he courtyard and
1o tha pool. Fius, it facea north, Mwiechiian't any grest
Irmrantion of mine - i was all thers — but I've capitalised
onit.”
Laast favourite featurs “Oo architects admit those
things? he laughs.

CAROLINE PIDCOCK
IF THERE'S a fringe benefit most architects can
boast about, it's being on good terms with
builders at a time when building has never been
more mind-bendingly expansive

Caroling Pideock, president of the NSW
chapter of the Roval Australian Institute of
Architects, admits o knowing "a very kind
buildar who was doing some much bigger
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projects Torme, who did the work at eost price
Which was very generous of them.”

Fidoock doesn’i relisk working on her man
b after ours bt her sastern sulmurbs
apartment wits in such a site when she boughi
i thar ahe “couldn’t even comemplate moving in®
before renovation, *It had 4 pink carpet and
wallpaper all over and the kitchen was
rompletely hopeless” shi savs

Orriginally @ twobedroom Mot Pideock bos
opened it up, effectively creatingione big room
“An o stage §intemid 1o pat sliding doors in s
thint you ean closs bt down nnd have same
privacy,” shie daya

Featuring o tiled Hoor und & matching
chocolate hrown carpet, the-most 1elling thing
about the whole design process, she revaals, is
thot & tile dictated the entire renovation. Nol
exactly on orthodox approach and not oie that
Pideock would tsually apply 1o her prafessional
life. Hut the body corporate vetoed her adginal
plans fora new timber floor so the altormative
weas "a particulae tile | rendby Fell in love with so ]
s |i|r- whle design around that”. Formunmseby,
ahe found a carpet 1o match. Nofuml white paiot
o the walls campletes thie palette {“putting
coloar-in natural paints is hard ),

Signature Accormpishod sty withou! tHhe Gvor-
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Favourite faatum “Tha thing | love about my
apartment is thit it 8 north-facing, it gets sun ak day
and has a viaw all the way 10 benly Boross the water,
And It ghvea ma dirsal BOCesa Of 11y kel bo (he
narbour, winch is a renky apecind thing.”

Laast favourite feature "Tha nest thing Fd B to da
5 Upgricio The second badmom & bit sa it & mom
wesafil, Bt 1'rm really heppy with the apartmient and I'm
really happy wilh what | dich 1o 1t 5o | don’t Snk
thive s nmything | would change®

VLADIMIR IVANOV

DROP in on Viadimic fvanov ag the Bellaviin 1201
apartment he shares with partner Sarah and you
discover that here's one architect yet to really
tackle his own home.

The last thing lvaney wints b be daing after o
hard day at the office bs going eight rounds with
his block's body corporate [t rejected ks plans
on & techinicality and altheugh Ivanoy saps thare
winldn't be a problem getting tham approved if
ha persiated, onoe the momsntum was Tost
“Sarah nnd 1 thouwgghe that this wicn't the place
e wanted o put all our energy nin®

Criginally, the couple had grand plans to
remove aoie-of the structural walls and swap
the kitchsn with the master bedmom, bor the

revised plans will mean remedelling the kitchen
and Bathroom plus replacing the bathreom door
wilth'n Tnage frosted glass door becaunse “the
halbwiy i really dark”.

Meanwhile; Ivanoy has to be satidlied
creatively by firnishiog it with his own fumiture
desigris (bookshelves, bod, CD-rack and TV and
stereo shelf) oy well e providing a home fora
prizod - music collection
Slgnature I you can’] do somatting rmovithoe
quiestion i IU's worth doing af &l
Favourite fastum “Tha greatest featurs ol that
Enartment i ihat something good can be doné with 1.
Last fovourite fadiibne “To Do within the confines of
1 body comomi.”

STEPHEN BUZACOTT

Living and working in the same plice may not
bt pdeal for somie bub it penerally suits Steplien
Buzacote. " don't mind living above the shop,” be
says, but its n bit close sometimes”

ot that Buzacoi actually lives above the
office, because the wiry e s eeorEanlsed his
Surry Hilld tercace i 1o huve the bedosomn on e
ground floon living room kitchen-cum meeting
oo on the frst Hoor and the studia m the lafe

As Hurarott sees i1, the Tront rommns (or often
1he mnster bedrooms) “are usually the best ones
anyway”, Besides, this 1errace was in such
wioeful condition it all (ot hus been retained
of the atiginnl structure are the four outer walle

Like: 50 muny architects’ homes, the terroce ia o
wark in progress pod some of Brizacott's ideas
arp experimantal,

The floorto-celling glass wall in the bathroom,
for instiance, was an expeciment (one that he
wouldn't repeat], ws in the buge sliding door on
the heddroans, Buzacotr has steetched artist's
convas over thedoar's steel frome, although
tnsalation hos yer 1o be added o i Similary, the
recycied blackbutt staircase awaits a handrail.

Diowmnstairs, the master bedioom looks out outo
n-sminll courtyard and the studio has p emsce
with city wiews. Buzacoit loves the idea "ol not
Tivinngg 1o worey abat ooy alss’s thate” when
desipning For himself “P'd Hie o do andther ane.
I've pot my eye on a building nearbn”

Signature Foced-back, Eham-adged design and o
ST pattie,

Favourits feature “Wost of the poopla that coma in
thers really ik that space [fhe lving dining room)
beciusa of the proportions ol it The proporions of
thist ling smaces are ieelly comfortable ®

Lasst favouribe foesture *Tha Sl bselah o n thi
Dativnorm & nol anlinely practical Bul what ['d oy
ko in o gEragn.”




