Courting faveur;
leinciwisa frem tap) a
bewetimay In the centre of
‘this North Coxst house, by
Lakr Kemmo Archibests,
Bets k8 a private dining
spacw; Mex Fopoy
dealgnad & deck that
fakoes up haitl ihe block for
& Bllgola beme: curved
walls create o cowrtyard in
theis Balgowish hoose by
Caraling Pldeach,

Pholos; Brelt Baddman

and Kralg Carlstrom

utdonr space with &
hionge is an area for free
or close 1o ir, but the

henelits are priceless. By
;I'Immu.g [or such a space when
panning a home, you provide
an opportaniny o eatch hierzes
and/or to capitnlise on o snny
comer by building n privnie
damakn thar's also inrimarely
linked with nnture.

Good design & ax much
aboat rhe space in between s
the space in & bullding. So sald
Dretch architectural gur Aldo
van Eyck, ane of the great
contemparaty linmaniss of the
profeasion Van Eyek's ofice
revolutionary philosopkny:
(born in the era of hard-edged
mdlermniem) 18 alive and well
in Sydney where leading
regidentinl nrchiteces place
o high valoe on 'the space
in betweer.

Be ltan inper courtyard, a
hreezeway, deck or vaid,
swtarmnl emere Selinned” inte
tlse ﬂp{-rplu.u. of m howse has the
podential o deliver Hyght, i,
vievws and a sense ol space inno
thie heart of a home.

At its mowl basic, the
alternative = & house thad
covers most of jis sife = gives
the unnatuml expericnce of
walking ingide on a sunmy dey
o dark roeama and needing
e e an lghis and even the
mipconditionk

“There is nothing worse,”
gays Coroline Pidoock,
president of the Roval
Australionn Institibe of
Archiiects. She beligves well-
designed houses with a fink to
the autdoors can avald such a
JarTing scenario

“When you are in a home
connected to the citdoar, yo
don't feel like you are inoan
encloged bo You feel like you
are outside more because you
havve daylizht and ventilagion;
vour howe natuml warmth
and coal which is much
muore pleasant than having il
done artificially”™

There i5 8 multtisde of ways
of tising open space within the
foorprlan of & house

Rather than building to the
permissibile boundary, for
exmmple, an architect can set
aside n sorip of land berween
nelzhbatin to provide privacy:
and & green belt. Architect
Virginin Kerridge recently chose
thiz option in her design of o
house an & steep waterfront site
on the kvwer North Share. She
then designed o window
runting the length of the
houge, deliviering both northern
sun and iogreat view to the
midn Hving nrea

Thotgh setting aside external
space means sacrificing internal
Boorspace, the exchange
wsundly makes the howse
fewl Inrger. External space
within & house “barrows™ from
the outdoors with the result
that rooms seem bess
constricted. And the aren i
arneralls tdmihlba

“You maximige your garden
or fand space By ivorporating
the outside indoors,” says Alex
Popow, Tt becomes an
extension of Your moms.”

He: glves the example of
houses in Kyorp. “A dooe slides
open o révenl a courtyard. The
room i immediniely
trunsformed even though the
conrtyand might be me®

External space within n home
alsa borrows o sensunl
dimension fram natims, S48
Pidcock. “We forgel spmmetimes
thar we have five senses. Great
expetiences come when morne
than one are excited, Wind
going through trees, min
falling, the scent from differsnt
plantings. When you open the
Ingide to the owidoors, then yon
can Incorporale [these
experiences], you don't have to
gﬁmrllidr."

Historically, ane of twe maost
popilis ises of extemal spice
ks as n device to ventilote
at-cool the hame. Popoy says
ft's this widespremd s of kdver

Ancient cultures recognised the value of cool courtyards. Three architects
explain their use of open space and the benefits, By Jane Burton Taylor.

courtyards that initialhy sparked
his interest.

“In Meditermanean culiures
the courryard s traditionalky
sz for heat exchange.” ho
explains:“We [in his practice]
foind we were able fo e
smanller rl.'-llrlirall.l!: AR
dewice to cool o home, mthe
than nirconditioning.”

In his waterfront Neutrn] Bay
house, Popoy opted for o small,
eeniral courtynmd with &
shallow pool. The winid comes
in from the front af the house,
maves across the water and
cools all the rooms of the
howse. “The house has a
beautiful climate,” he says

The courtyard achieves
several other functions. With
sliding glass doan on three
gides it brings the harbour view
ko the 'study st the far end of
the house. It aleo provides a
charming, almost formal entry

to the hodse. It waber [eatur
a blue mosaic wall with a
spouit trickling water inio the
pond, s=ts the soond af
runming woter thraugh the
house, Tecalling the
architectine of the Mooy whi
strung baildings, such as the
grand Alhambm Palace in
sauthem Spain, anoand a
series of courtyards with
wailer fentures

Popoy says the conventional
Anstralian subdivisinn with
{ront ueid rear Invwins
encomges bouses o be hear
Deaes. “Intrmodoce a courtyard
and you Immediately have heat
exchange,” he says,

Having exploned the

eentinl of small inner
omirtynrds, Fopov and his ieam
nre now designing larger ones
He recently designed & hoiese
in Bllgola with o timber deck,
minctiated by colinnn-like

nentuie cablage palma, that
takes up half the block. "We
are now pushing the house s
far as passible out o i
botmdaries and then
incorporating the exemal
space within the bouse.”
Papoy =nve nich large
mlln::,-nrd; ure possible in the
Australinn elimace because
thiey can be nied as living
space. He concedes this option
reshisoes the land svailable for a
frant garden, it he balieves it
Ea dn.-sigl:l that complements
comtemporary. life.

“You need o courmyand to be
the penceful space for yourr
mind,” smvs Popoy,

Annnbel Lahz, of Lahz
Mimma Architects, hns a

FpAcES You can ereate these
zones of captired courtyards
and gardens,” says Lahs

It i5-an h she and her
[PArTRIES, w N, have
explored in three house
designs ar Casuarina an the
Iorth Coasr.

In the first completed houwss,
the prchitects pl.uﬁrd rhe
Moorplan 1o the boundary of a
long, nigrow site mod
combined elegant timber :
SCTeRNE 10 ensire priviacy with
n series af deck, conrryurds
and a breezeway covered with
timber hattens in the centre of
the holse,

Like Popov's innet courtyard,
the breereway facilittes views
from the rear of the house. In

Alex Popov says the conventional Australian
subdivision with front and rear lawns
encourages houses to be heat boxes.

aumtlor view. She sees
mner-city tiving as a driver
for the inclusion of outd oo
spisce within the Roorplan of
modert homes,

“In dense inner-city aneas,
wol ean't conmmol whar is
happentieg outside, but
vou can have contro] by
fereating] inmward-loaking
captured arens "

It is an approach that can be
beneficinl in the suburbs, too,
says Lahe,

Take a conventional
rectangular finorplan on A
large suburban b el
sreteh it 1o the perimeter of
the site ina F-, L- or U-shaped
plam, The change allows
inerrnl spaces to open to
decks and courtyards,

It nksa provides externnl
space with minimal
overlooking and eliminates the
owioward and unusable bits of
space often 1éft around the
edged of a howse. "By raking
the plan and spreading i
across wed wrapping it arcund

terms of the foorplan, it acts
a8 & private amnd provecred
ontdoar dining space.

“We wmapped the deck or
vernnda ko the hotse,” Labz
explalns, It also serves a5 a
conling device, "It becomes &
chimney, the hot air rises up
amd out.”

The house has three other
outdoor Living areas, A “show
pamy” temace overiooking a
public pathway ot the front of
the bouse, o more sechided
deck off the kitchan and o side
eourmyard with a plunge poal.
This latier couriyard space i
protected by ahigh wall which
“disintegrates” 48 you move
diown the block toward the
waderfront “At the Tear il i
high and protecrive, shickting
the lap pool down the slde
'Imunllnq,-'." says Lahz,

Caroline Midesck points s
anoither benefit of cleverly
used space in between, well
Iustrated by the Casuaring
houge. Open spoce breaks up
the floar plan, making the

internal spaces in a hoise far
mare interestityg, she saye. The
textures of materinds wsed in
the puidoar space sdd nnother
leved of acsthetic interet.

Yoai can sither hovn &
timber deck which will
weather or n masonry terace,”
says Pidcock.

“The walls which provide o
senze of enclodive to the space
can be trented n all sorts of
different wiys, too. For
exnmiple, they ean be plamted
hamboo or Himber battens.
Spaces can be covered so
vau can be out there when
it's maiming."

Some gptions for covering an
outdoor area inchisde canvas,
which casts & sody white Hgh,
elegant timber batrens, as in
the Lahz Nimmo dr—sigmd
house, or 1 European-style
wire pergola With grapevines
trained over i1 5o the space is
shaded in summer, b the sun

the vines are bare.

“There are lots of differen:
options for destgning and
connecting indoor/outidoor
spaces,” savs Pidcock.

Far'a recent Balgowlah
profect, she bluired the edge
bepween imaxle and oot by
curving the qurside wall
of i house and cantilevering
the upper level over the
lewer. “The whole plan curves
arotnd 1o gentky connect
inside to outsicde.”

Ecologically, too, there ks an
advantage (o this approach of
designing to maximise the
In-between spaces,

“It Is quanliry rather than
quantiny,” says Pidoocke
=Smnller houses are better
ecologically, But the houss has
o be well designed. Then, by
conmecting indoor nnd outdoo
space, it feels bigger than'it is
Your have borrowed view and
dimension and ol the same
time moderated the wind, the
sienlight and the min ina
posilive way.”




