Four couples with totally different styles and $40,000 each —you be the judge

Time for
viewers
to walk

The Block

By NICOLETTE CASELLA
Proparty Raportar

‘THE Blpck— hame Lo Syvinoy'n mont

-nbout nbades — wilil be open Lo

the public for inspection for the first
tme Lhis weekand.

Ahead of the eagerly-anticipaied
event, The Daly Telegraph was yes-
terctny givon & specinl anenk peak
Inglde to see Lhe tolls of the foor
eoliples battling it 'oul for TV's reno
vatlon crowmn,

We showed our exchusive plotures Lo
® . prominent architoet | and | interior
deatigner and naked them to aaseas the
finishixl produsie

They canciuded the work wis gener-
ally  Impressive,’ given! Che couple's
#0000 budgeds, nnd more than just the
saene of dramatic hissy fits and tense
perstinl relnilon.

“Ivsgreat to see Lhey nll seem Lo keop
up with the Intest design trends nmd
have some sense of style” architect
Caroline Pidecck il

Interior destgner Damion Mulvibil
wis less enthuskastie butl agreed Uhey
were Joba well done, given mmosl
couple’s hivd little or no oxpericnoe

“The guality of the lnlshes are
exeellont and there nre some good
atiempls mt otilising sirong  desin
principles, with mixed resulis" he sdd.

Busedl on the phenomendl Interast
the show hns nroussd thoussnds of
atlcky  heaks  — and’ some genuine
bidders - are expecled Lo wander
Ehrough the padn, which have becomn &
natinnnl olssesaion,

Executive producer and co-creator
David Barbour sald tight  ssourity
would be in place {0 control the ex-
poctod. massive crowds  during the
twiee weekly home open leading up Lo
the Auguat 18 and 17 auctions

Mr Barbour expocted more ihon
10,000 peaiple Lo Larm up Lhe spirtments
when they go up for aucthon,

“When we adctloned Dredrn Home
|the focus of another reallty show in
the ie ‘808 about 7500 people nl-
tended Lhe auction and Lhal wiEs Iin
regiolial Victorin But this is Bondi —
honesthy [ think it i golng to be hiuge,”
Mr Barbour said.

lluil!h&nll:u. Lhe Baper Bow ] of real
eatate auotions™

The network have applied Lo fTave
the corner of O°'Brien and Roscoe Sta
barricided for the weekend snd pallce
nnd erowd coniroliers will provide sec-
urity far the avent

The winning couple will be cdecided
by whichover npartment sold fally
Turriahed, renchea the highost porioe,
They will pocket o banus S1000000 on

Adam and Fiona

Blockheads .

cop of whaiever the apartment sells Tor
ovier L $565 000 reserve (tho reserve
the same for ench oouple).

Haenl esinle sgenis who specialize in
the ared estinte the apartments will
bring the gavel down al more Uhian
S850,000 — although Uhey. could: fetch
muore because of Lhelr celebrity status

Mr  Barbpur said  The I%‘h
plhsnomennl guecess had e exceodod
oven his expectalions.

Hosted by gardening gurn Jamio
Durie, the Channel 8 aliow. hos capll
vated  the nation, with more than
2 million viewers tuning In week after
week slnce It firmt went Lo alr.

Lant wepk It peaked at 24 milllon —
making it ong of the moat walchied
reality shows in Australinn history.

He conoeded the key o the show's
success has been iba huiman dranin

The mnanl.lurrs were clearly chosen
for thelr distinct dilferences: budget
ponseions perfectionists from Banksin
Fiona and Adam, ebullient Elienbeth
Bay "bays’ Gav and Wazz, Engading
batthern Paul pnd Kylie and well heeled
Eirrbill couple Phil and Amiky.

But Mr Barbour said the sbow also

nto ney's love nifpir with
ealate and rendvailons,

The shows formulns has been on-sold
to g Britiah prodoction company snd
negobinflions am corrently onder way
In the US

Europe hai alao been targeled as s
pabential market.

The verdict — Gav and Wazza's loungeroom
Caroline Pidcock: Graat wall colours and salective
usz of wallpaper, The play with celling levels, ghting

and mirrorat end of corridor is affective, and the
classic fumiturs is well chosen, Texlured g
effectivaly raduces the iImpact of knotty imbar fioors.

The verdict — Paul and Kylia's kitchen
Caroline Pidcock: Classic stylish kitchen with
good tolours. Fity the giass splashback doesn't

The verdict — Phil and Amity's
second bedroom (above)
Caroline Pldcock: Least stylish
of the four rooms. Nice try to
rouse old furmnlivre but too many
different pieces. The colours
genoerally aren’t stro unu-u;#'l
to ben‘p and neitheris
which adds further l:lu'rtar

Ca.rulinn Pidcock: Crisp use of
coloiins, materiaks and timbers,
and the art work fits well. Door
finish to cupboards and blinds
work work well and dio not
compate with the fumiture finish
inthe room:

o up 1o the ‘overhesd cupboards. It also looks
like the gap batwesn benches will ba foo wide for
a5y USE.

0% 0F

any 6 or more
hottles of table wine’




