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THE NEW ADDITION 1o the Shellharbour Warkers' Club by Caroling Pidcock Architects +
Richard Goodwin Architects has accomplished something quite uncommean in bar and club
design: it has combinad a rigorous commitment 1o ecologically susiainable development (E3D)
with & dramaficaly sculpturad architactural form

Thee project managers, Big Switch Projects, and Pideock's experience with ESD systems
lends Goodwin's parasitic reinterpretation of the verandah roof a machinic aspect, with
systems for the collection of raimwater and the generation of electricity seamlessly integrating
ino the architecturs.

Bars and clubs have always been presanted with the need to reinvent themsekves This
addition |5 the latest in a series of changes that have been mace fo (he venu in order o
malntain its viakality. The peesent building was finished in 1982, the same year that the NEW
Government introduced random breath tesiing. As most patrons deove to the SHWC, revenue
syffarad, leading the club b reposition itsalf as a live music vanue

The possible introduction of new (aws that will pranibit smoking nside venues, and (o a
lasser extent the NSW Govemment's naw poker maching 1ax, have the patential 1o bite heavily
it club profits. It should be noted that NSW gamblers lost almost $4.5 billion on power
machines in 2002 alons

This prodect was 10 a large extent inifiated in order Io powide an outdoor area Tor
smokers and 1o reduce the refiance on poker machine revenue by re-beanding the clul's
image, although Big Switch were originally brought on board because of a nead o upgrada an
owersiretched alr conditioning system. Despite the club and bar refurbishment indhastry Dedng
dominated by desion and construct companias, Big Swilch convinced the board of the SHWC
to run a fimited design competition for architects with a focus on ESD

The ESD principles are simple: o "generale more electricity than i consumes, t capiure
miare water than it needs and to dispose of mione waste than it creates” The figuras are
compelfing: two types of solar panels genarate 25 megawatl NOWS & Year, wise [ enengy
yzad by tha 1600 square metre exdension ts only 17 megawatl howrs a year That the project

generates SUrpiLs lemy s made more impressive when you consider that a siméar
air-conditionad mdansion would consume an additiong

375 magawall hours a year



Six rainwater tanks are estimated to coact 1.6 megalitres of waler a year from the
euisting building's rool o use in the clb's tollets, while an industrial sized worm farm wil
tizpose of much of the clulb's organic waste and provide fertilizer 1o use on the grounds

The roof itsalf i an extansion of the ideas found in Goodwin's Parasite Rool project al the
Limion Hotal. The parasite, lor Goodwin, i an attached struchure thal can increase porosity
between & puthic oulside and private insida. In this pravious project the roof (parasile) grows
dynamically out of the hotel courtyard o shalter a balcony, exploring in a formal mannar the
differenca between atiachment and existing tullding, what Goodwin fas pravioushy referred Lo
as 1he "jech”

R i fitting then that the context lor SHWE development is the edge of the SHWG
busilcling. The new verandah and shade struciures have created a transition between the
sealed axr-conditioned Interior and the broad Bndscape outside. The new structura
mcorporates shading devices and photovoltaic cells in a pleated form that wraps around the
auisting bullding's glazing like a skirl. The clothing metaphor is tempting a5 the cool *high art”
ahsiraction of the roof forms "covers up” the hrid pulse of 230-00d poker machines directly
inside, but it 15 also Bmited as the ESD systems lend it a machine-like rather than a decorative
quality. In a someéwhat prosaic nod 1o contad, the rationale for 2 steel struchure |5 connected
to the local Port Kembla steetworks,

The roof is made up of a series of trianguiated truss units that are repeated across the
edge of the building and warp the existing building's geometry, The warping of each roof unit
Is @ remarkably simple solution o a number of problems. It resoives the horizontal connection
of the roof with the diagonal section of the photovellaic celts and simullaneously opens up a
wadge of mdirect light for iluminating the space balow, This twisting gesture presented a
Senies of technical problams when it came o the documentation of the profect. In order for the
roof shesting 1o follow the curving prolila of the section, tha sheet extrusions would have 1o
1aper in on one side and llare out on the olhar, while chamnealling water away from the glazing,

Although thesa difficultias were eventually resolved, the actual connection of the roal io
the existing building seems less considered. The relationship of the existing buliding edge
particularty the extarnal calling, to the roof structure ks inetegant, The transition from the bulky

rectilinear geomatry of the existing building 10 the baroque geomatry of the roof Is jamingly direct
As such the ditference between the two clements is ovarstated, more a fickle than an fich
Regardiess, the robust toughness of the aesthetic i a welcome respita from the
overstimulated parishness 50 comman in bar and club design, while the fact that the extension
savEE more money than it costs and successiully re-brands the club might mean that it becomas
a catakyst for rethinking some of the assumptions made about how these buildings should be
designed,
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