Better urban design can bring community together

Redfern-Waterloo provides a chance far smarter
urban regeneration, writes Caroline Pidcock.

QCIAL researcher Hugh

Mackny sme people nre o

menting socielys degenemt-

Ing and loss of their

senze of oo . He thinks the

real du::hn.g;‘ is nbw;nmﬂ;ﬂl-‘gﬂﬂl
people thiough better urban design.

*We nead greater emphasis on pub-

lic spaces,™ says Mnckny, who also he-

liesves good urban designemn ate some

of the most important people in so-

and rival paychiatriss for cheir
%mm goeod mental heahh.

He potes that people still care
passionately sbout neighbourhoods
ol abolt communicy, His ¢
finds that while peqie tenid o glaze
aver about same globnlization fs=ues,
they want to be invohed with the

things can touch - the tangible in
thedr meig they can
make a positiee difference.

the impartant giue that will

This

empower and enable & mesningful

strategy foe the future developmen: of
the of Sydney. 5o what is

urhan design? Marmy agree this has
nchicved when s emsy tn
get 1o and move and hax
| s own felentiny,
Z1 Public and private spaces that are
clearty distinguished.

' Appealing, nitmctive and sucoess-
fual ouitdor dreas,

[ A clear image that is easy to under-
sand.

[ The ahility m change easily and

Encremertally.

[ Wiriety and cholce.

[ A balance between natural and

bulle enviranments.

[} Created yahue oo sustakn the desfred

mix of uses anct quality of townscapes.

[1 Something for everyone where a

diverse mnge of usens’ peeds are met.
The err-Witerloo area bs o high

priarity area in urgent need of aten-
ton duln d'p;IIJI deliver these :lrﬂbmrs.
Particula I.11.:|‘Egn.n.1 [EHT
and sensithee areas such as the Block,
dlnﬂ]\'htm?sm TI'M'EI'F. Redfermn nmﬁﬂ:.
its shopping streets, the
Australinn 'ﬂnu Park and the
Evelelgh mibwmy' yards,

Even mare mmrlrx are the prob-
lems o i with peallxing the potential
of the area while mudntaining the di-
verse social mix of the current neigh-
boaithooed. The situntion allows ooe of
the very few urban Aboriginal com-
munities and tnary lew income people
{from le on various pensions
through ta stadents and arvises) to live
within mzvuwelling distanee of the
city, Such divertity is something that is
il e ks o nf,

oming Increas mre in Sydney.

S0 b can urban deslgn be
achieved in this instance? How do we
overcome apparenty conflicting and
complex community interests and
what often appears 1o be [mpenetralble
barriers of bureaucrcy and red tape
o muke such places?

Sotne basic attrifmates that would
seem reqaisite to deliver good urban
] Inchade
Ol Thoraugh consuliation and re-
search into the isnaes of & parmiculsr

[

| Skilled communitysocial workers,
pjanuu:j, urbin designers and michi-
tecta to devise & responasive vision oned
the specific sohitions that will be
required 1o resolve them.

[ Leadership that will find a way
thiough the maze of conflicts, mined
lind ownership, multiole planning
il

A ut Appro-
priately consubied and feels ownership
over the idens to assist with their
Implementation,

Thia long overdue process would
seem b0 he whad the new City of Syd-
ney [a/was following, The authority

roposed [n the bill before the upper
2 sugpests the Care Goyvermment
has decided a very strong hand -
some would sutocratic - {5 re-
muired to re-develop the Redfem-
Watetlon aren.

e e il etin i NSV the
unider the planning system in t
iden of nn nuthority that doss not get
bogged down in the ments and
detalls imposed on us by this system
might sound nroractive.

Howeyes, we must remember the
system is @ reflection of the eom-
munity expeciation that unfettered
developiment is not o right of land-
ovmers and developers, and thar the
community rightly, expects consul-
tatlon and engogement nx well as
checks and Balances are in place.

There are muy dev el gites
aroumd Sydney that ably demonstiate
ocomes focused mainky on profi,
amd with Hitle regand for the com-
munity, that do oot dediver buile en-
vironments that a city like Syidney can
be proud of.

In Britain there ls an mkernative
model in plice for a
urhan design. The frrr
a8 i iy ki o
is an (1]
iﬁim people to demand mote from

r buildings and spaces, thi cre.

mting u mnrket foree for such solutions,
T wehsite ~ wiww, cahe org.uk - says:
"We use ouor skills and resources to
work for a higher quality of life for
ple and comiminities across Eng-
r::d, with particular concern for
thoss living in deprived areas.

“We do Iy making the case (o
nge, gathering hard evidence, pro-
viding “education ies  und

through direct he
projects

on individunl
programs and .

“We motbmte those responsibile for

T oar b anel spaces o
b R i e
strate o those clients that imvestment
in excollence vﬂl pay back mamy
times over through a more prochective

meore contented custamers
und n healthier bottom Hoe ®

What an imteresting idea,

Carofine Pidcock s NSW presisent of the
Tecyml Austrafian Instibete of Anchitects.



