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Solar hot water, solar pool water
heating and photo-voltaic
electricity panels

Double-glazing on all windows
cuts heating bills

o

Twu rainwater tanks in cellar hold
18,000L for all water used in
laundry, toilets, garden and pool

Polished concrete floors hold the
sun’s heat in winter

EVAN MISTILIS

A RYDE family has built a new house with
a clever design that slashes its power,
heating and water bills.

The eco-friendly home maintains a
comfortable temperature in summer with-
out any airconditioning.

In Australia, the greenhouse gases that
cause global warming are produced mostly
by coal-fired power stations. But the large
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four-bedroom HRyde home has a tiny en-

vironmental footprint. It uses as much
electricity as a two-bedroom apartment:
about $220 per quarter,

There is a rooftop solar hot water
system, a solar pool-water heater and
photo-voltaic panels to make electricity.

But the higgest savings come from
“passive” design features that cut the need
for an airconditioner.

The architect Caroline Pidcock, who is

also president of the Australian Sustain-
able Built Environment Council, designed
the house to be warmed by the sun in
winter and shaded by eaves in summer.

There is floor-to-ceiling glass on most of
the north-facing side of the house, it is well-
insulated and all the fixed windows are
double glazed.

To keep the temperature stable, a pol-
ished concrete floor in the rumpus room
and an internal brick wall at one end of the

living room provide thermal mass.
Homeowner Jan Gifford said it cost little
more to build than a McMansion that
would be a nightmare to keep cool.

“It was something we felt passionate
about,” she said.

Since moving in 18 months ago, the
massive rainwater tanks have never run
dry, supplying all the water used by the
family of five in the laundry, toilets, garden
and pool.

Eco-friendly home, Page 4
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Wedding ring
found on the
pioneer path

THE Pioaser's Track thal mo-
anders through Epping. Beocrofl
apd Cartingford has loesg bowny
known [or tuming up treasure

from penerations past

A large amount early
Eurcpdéan history of the arva has
gleaned nlong i85 course
toth by those conducting a pro
siarch as woll s by
those who have simply stumbled
e f bocal
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a disparded Jewel of
1 a carefiree walk.

nishoery Of

Maloolms Little was traversing
the Ploneer™s Track near his Ox
chid Grange retirement village in
Midson Rd last woek when he
discovernd a small polden wod
ding Wmed inoan area of Eppdng
onoe home to the Martin Drothers
QUArTY

The &ite on the Inslde of the
band B unclear but it does con
tain a short inscrigtion, Inclading
the name Elizabeth

Oechid Grasge resbdent man-
ager Bob Newport has now joined
Mr Litthe I the search for the
ownier of the ring

Phane Mr Newport at Orchid
Grange on 80687112 if you
think it is vours,

19970 8522
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Home i1s eco-exceptional

EVAN MISTILIS

THE Giffoeds found it requires
little effort 10 live in their eco
friendly house

The three Bens in their hack-
yard coup scem 1o ook after
themseives and happdly keep the
Kitchiss stociond with e

Jan Gifford feeds them food
scaps, supplesented with or
ganie fed bouet for $36 a bag
every two or three months

It &= o frection of the price of
ek, ofrpanic sues In the super-
st

In the living rooes, the blackbatt
Noccboards ook as pood as any
polished timber fioors

They wore actually bought from
a recycld bullding supplise,

sourced from the Scooe army
barTacks
To bulld thelr Bome, the

Gilfords bad to col down a silky
oak and a camphor kurel tree

They were sent o a mill and will
b turnad into fursitare, inclading
the family’s dining room table

The garden was re-planted with
a lemes toowe, a lime troe and
Australian natives

Havieg lived through two win
tierd, e Gilfords foand that most
of the gas points dotted through
the home go unased

It is comfortable with one
moveabde gas heater and, in sam-
mer. with the odd Noor fan

“We are happy 10 wear jumpers
inside the house We're B the
sort of people who wear T-ahirts in
the middle of winter.” Ms Gifford
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the cellar

VNN I28 BUILDERS

« Knock down
and rebuild

« Simple, stress
free process in
building your
new home

» Custom designs
vour plans os
ours
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Of the rainwater which falls on
thelr roof, three quarters is har
veshedd into two massive anks in

When the ralnwater s neoded In

system

Jan Gitford

up through a condcmaled plumbisg

Il the tanks ever run dry, the

sysfem will avtomatically switch

(above) with twe  t0 town walor
massive water But this Is unikely. The tanks
tonks uncer her Bayvo alx timas e capacity of the
ecvironmentally commeon X00L. minwater tank
suslainable “When it rains, the sheer vol
house and (kefl) ume of water pouring into the
outsido withbher systems Is amazing.™ Ms Gifford
chickens, Flufty =i
and Saty, If she were building her home
Petiret again, Ms Gifford said she would
W AN install an even larpger minwater
tenk. Bt she would not bother
with solar power, which oot
the hundry. tollets, garden or  $15000 with a redate
podd, It Is automatically pumped

It would bo much cheaper to buy
100 pes cent wind power, sold by
accredited green energy retadlers
such as Origin Electricity

Creating wealth for

your future

Making the right irrvsstment dediaiont i vital to
plasnng for your future Ascesnng the advite ad
direction of a professional finascial adviaer can
Ealcs the worry ot of irrvestisg and set you on a
path (o Naancisl security.
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